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NEWS
Univision Sagas Continue
There has been rampant speculation throughout the industry and in the media about the identity of potential buyers of Univision Communications Inc. The New York Post reported last week that CBS was interested but CFO Fredric Reynolds dismissed the possibility the following day at a Bank of America conference. Very little is publicly known about the bidding process or its timing. 

But the ongoing copyright infringement and royalty dispute between Televisa and Univision has been much more public. According to its annual report, Univision on March 2 responded to Televisa's Feb. 16 serving of "a purported notice of material breaches under the [Programming Licensing Agreement] and the Soccer Agreement. In our response, we asserted that the notice was procedurally defective and that Televisa's breach claims were not, in any event, well-founded." 

Public records from the federal U.S. Central Court of California indicate Televisa filed a demand on Feb. 17 for a jury trial on the counterclaims filed by Univision. "Certainly Univision has a problem with respect to what any buyer is going to make of what's going on with this" said Los Angeles-based entertainment lawyer Gary A. Watson, chair of the American Bar Association's forum on the entertainment and sports industry. "There is a risk associated with the loss of the lawsuit. I don't see how that helps you at all." 
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